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(4)     Ghazze Basar (Lowering of Gaze) :

The Our'an says:

"Tell tbe believing men to lower their gaze and be
modest...."79

"And tell the believing women to lower their gaze and
be modest......"80

In these verses the Qur'an exhorts every man and woman
to have their looks cast down and to have their private parts guarded
from being attacked or violated.

To the same effect are the following traditions of the Prophet:

Jarir-b-Abdullah reported: "I asked the Prophet about
the glance at a stranger woman. He ordered me to
turn away my glance."81

Ibn Mas'ud reported from the Prophet who said: "A
woman is (like) a private part. When she goes out,
the devil casts glance at her."82

Boraidah reported that the Messenger of Allah said
to Alt: "O Alii Don't allow your glance to follow a
glance, because the first is for you, and the other is not
for you."83

The above traditions show that the first sight by chance at a
stranger woman is lawful, but the next sight is unlawful. This direction
of ghazze basar is also aimed at putting a check upon the lustful
man and woman from falling into a trap of the devil, who according
to Islam, runs with the running of blood in the human body and seeks
every opportunity to tempt man to transgress the limits of Allah and
to violate the laws of Islam.

79.      Qur'an 24:30.
80.      Qur'an 24:31.
81.     (27:122) Muslim, Al-Hadis, p.692.
82.     (27:123) Tirmizi, Al-Hadis, p.692.
83.     (27:124) Ahmed, Tirmizi Abu Daud, Al-Hadis, p.692.
[F-9]